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Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives to formally recognize and honor 
the legacy of Ermias Asghedom, known 
to his community and the neighbor-
hoods of south Los Angeles and beyond 
as Nipsey Hussle. 

As noted in the record I will be sub-
mitting shortly, Nipsey Hussle used 
the platform he created with his music 
to lift our community as he climbed. 

In his business ventures, his invest-
ments, his philanthropy, his commu-
nity engagement, every step of the 
way, he had a sole purpose of bettering 
the community he came from. 

A humble visionary, he saw the over-
looked and welcomed the dismissed. He 
reminded our community that the 
power we hold is the power of where we 
come from and that awareness of that 
power can never be taken from us. 

He will be remembered by south Los 
Angeles as a protector, an inspirator, a 
father, a brother, and an unabashed son 
of south Los Angeles. 

For all he was given, he gave back. 
And for that legacy, south Los Angeles 
has been changed forever. 

Mr. Speaker, I will now be submit-
ting this record honoring his legacy. 

f 

CONFIRM DAVID BERNHARDT 

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of David Bern-
hardt’s nomination to be the next Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

Members of the Western Caucus 
strongly support his nomination. 

David Bernhardt loves his country 
and has served her well as a model pub-
lic servant for over 15 years. David has 
already been confirmed twice by the 
U.S. Senate, once to be the solicitor 
and the top legal mind of the country 
on these issues and the second time to 
be the Deputy Secretary. Just last 
week, the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee advanced his 
nomination by a strong bipartisan vote 
of 14–6. 

During his tenure with DOI, David 
has worked diligently to increase hunt-
ing and fishing access, ensure clean 
water for future generations, and em-
power local decisionmaking. David is a 
champion for sportsmen and rural com-
munities. 

Mr. Bernhardt is the most qualified 
candidate we have ever had as the Sec-
retary of the Interior. Simply put, 
David Bernhardt is the leader the De-
partment and the American people de-
serve. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in 
the Senate to vote tomorrow based on 
David’s credentials, leadership, and 
principles. If that occurs, I have no 
doubt he will be confirmed with a 
strong bipartisan vote. 

Confirm Bernhardt. 

CELEBRATING FIRST-EVER IMAGE 
OF BLACK HOLE 

(Mr. CASE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the groundbreaking con-
tributions of the James Clerk Maxwell 
Telescope and Submillimeter Array, lo-
cated on the 13,803-foot summit of 
Mauna Kea on my home island in Ha-
waii, and to celebrate their contribu-
tions to a truly international effort 
producing the first-ever image of a 
black hole. 

Part of the Event Horizon Telescope 
Collaboration, the JCMT and SMA 
joined six other telescopes around the 
globe to form an Earth-sized telescope 
of unprecedented power and resolution 
able to photograph the supermassive 
black hole in the M87 galaxy. Hawaii’s 
key contribution was to place world- 
class telescopes in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Astronomers partnered with re-
nowned Hawaiian language and cul-
tural practitioner Dr. Larry Kimura to 
suggest the Hawaiian name ‘‘Powehi,’’ 
meaning embellished dark source of 
unending creation. 

These Hawaii observatories pioneered 
the study of black holes, and thanks to 
powerful new capabilities, perfect con-
ditions atop Mauna Kea, and dedicated 
personnel, we can all look forward to 
more of JCMT and SMA’s cutting-edge 
discoveries in the future, in addition to 
the continued growth and reputation of 
Hawaii as a world leader in exploring 
our heavens. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE VOGELPOHL 
FAMILY, ARKANSAS FOREST 
STEWARDS 

(Mr. HILL of Arkansas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the efforts of 
Ray and Theresa Vogelpohl, who were 
recently named 2018 Arkansas Forest 
Stewards of the Year by the Arkansas 
Agriculture Department’s Forestry 
Commission. 

The Forestry Stewardship Program 
recognizes and rewards landowners who 
are managing privately owned forest 
land for multiple uses. Arkansas is 
home to more than 1,200 certified forest 
stewardship landowners. The 
Vogelpohls first enrolled in the Forest 
Stewardship Program in 1996 and later 
became certified as forest stewards in 
2016. 

They operate the Diamond TR 
Ranch, a 350-acre working ranch on the 
Perry-Pulaski county line. Their forest 
management efforts include prescribed 
burns, tree plantings along the 
Maumelle River, forest thinning, and 
planting of native grasses. 

Ray and Theresa’s dedication to for-
estry and environmental conservation 
has safeguarded Arkansas forestland 
for generations to come. 

I join all Arkansans in congratu-
lating them. 

f 

SUPPORTING UNITED STATES- 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA ALLIANCE 

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 301, which 
expresses the importance of our coun-
try’s alliance with the Republic of 
Korea. 

A hundred years ago, the Republic of 
Korea declared itself sovereign, formed 
a provisional government, and set the 
wheels in motion for it to become the 
vibrant, prosperous, and free society 
that it is today. 

The United States and South Korea 
have developed a special bond formed 
in shared strategic interests and ce-
mented by a commitment to demo-
cratic values. Our alliance is central to 
advancing democracy, free markets, 
human rights, and the rule of law in 
the Asia-Pacific region and throughout 
the world. 

South Korea is now home to around 
30,000 American military personnel who 
are sworn by our mutual defense treaty 
to help our ally defend herself from ex-
ternal aggression. South Korea is also 
one of our largest trading partners. 

Trade and security are not the only 
cornerstones of our relationship. Near-
ly 2 million Korean Americans live 
across our country, enriching all as-
pects of the fabric of our society. 

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues 
to continue to strengthen the diplo-
matic, economic, and security ties be-
tween the U.S. and our vital ally, 
South Korea. 

f 

CONFIRM DAVID BERNHARDT 

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to express my strong support for the 
nomination of Mr. David Bernhardt as 
the next Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. Bernhardt is uniquely prepared 
to ascend to this position after a career 
spent leading several of the Depart-
ment’s wings as chief of staff to the 
Secretary, as director of congressional 
and legislative affairs, and as a Senate- 
confirmed solicitor under President 
Bush. These positions encompass the 
policy, managerial, intergovernmental, 
and oversight roles any sitting Sec-
retary needs to master. 

He is ready to hit the ground running 
as one of the most knowledgeable and 
upstanding Secretaries in the Depart-
ment’s history. 

As a Colorado native, Mr. Bernhardt 
has repeatedly demonstrated a capac-
ity to translate his vast knowledge of 
water, public lands, and other Western 
resources into policies that work in our 
home State and throughout the West. 
He understands our issues, and I know 
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